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1.)  What is the Semantic Triangle?  What communication problem was it designed to solve?  Draw and label the triangle, its elements, and their relationships.  What two error conditions does the Semantic Triangle alert us to be mindful of?


As George Bernard Shaw wrote, "England and America are two countries divided by a common language”.


The Semantic Triangle is part of the theory published in 1923 by C.K. Ogden and I.A. Richards in their book The Meaning of Meaning, attempting in part to explain differences in the way that people whom spoke the same language could come to very different conclusions or understandings.  Specifically, the Semantic Triangle was designed to solve the problem of Proper Meaning Superstition (PMS).  PMS is the mistaken belief that a word must have only one meaning, or that a word itself has any meaning at all.

The Semantic Triangle contains three major components: the symbol, the frame of reference, and the referent.  The symbol is anything that stands for or represents something other that what it is; for example the word cotton.  The reference is the set of sensations or thoughts attached to the symbol; for example the relatively abstract idea of soft.  And the referent is the actual object to which we have referred, such as the machine-refined white fiber remaining from a cotton plant after the seeds are removed.

The graphic device (visually active object) used to illustrate the concept of the Semantic Triangle was itself designed to demonstrate how humans make sense of symbols.  The ways in which they relate are either as causal or indirect relationships.  As someone mentally constructs a link between a symbol and a frame of reference or between a frame of reference and a referent, the possibility of making a standardized connection between a symbol and a referent increases.  However, because the varying levels of experiences that individuals have had can be relatively large and can also change over time, the link between a symbol and a referent is indirect.
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Because of this, the Semantic Triangle alerts us to be mindful of two Error Conditions or sets of circumstances which can allow errors in interpretation to occur.  Error Condition I exists when multiple symbols can be appropriately assigned to a given referent, such as the words toy, cube, square, or block which all can be used to describe the Rubik’s Cube.  And Error Condition II exists when one symbol can be assigned to multiple referents, such as the word pen or pin (if spoken and not written) which can be used to refer to an ink pen, a lead pencil, a quill pen, a cattle pin, a sewing pin, et cetera.
2.)  Define rhetoric in your own words.

The distinctly anti-authoritarian philosopher John Locke stated rhetoric was “that powerful instrument of error and deceit.”  And while I would agree that rhetoric is a powerful instrument, it is also an art and much like medicine in its ability to be used to harm or to help.

Defined, rhetoric is the “art of logical debate and understanding.”  As an art, rhetoric is something both creative and perceptive and requiring of both a presenter and an audience.  As a logical debate, rhetoric is the applied use of reasoning (correct or otherwise) to view arguments for or against a particular course of thought or action.  And though incorrect reasoning can lead to error, error and ignorance do not constitute deceit.  As a form of understanding, rhetoric is a path as learning, thinking, and judging.  And though it is possible to learn wrong things and to think things that are wrong compared to the social norm and thus reach errors in you judgments and future thinking, neither does this necessarily constitute deceit.


In scope, as I have defined it, rhetoric is a relatively broad art.  It can include verbal or non-verbal transmission of thoughts, feelings, and intentions.  Additionally, contrary to Mr. Locke’s definition, the scope of my definition applies to more that one person’s ability to deceive another.  The audience could be as small as the one person reaching an error in judgment about a second persons words, but it could also be 1,000 scientists across the world arguing back and forth to reach the most logically sound answer to a global issue such as the course of action to take to save Humpback Whales.

3.  Name and define the four categories (canons) of rhetoric: Content, Structure, Style, and Delivery.


Content (Inventio) is defined by what is said or expressed during an argument.  Specifically the content is the set of ideas, arguments, emotions, and attitudes transferred between the speaker and audience.  Within the content we find three Modes of Invention; Ethos, Pathos, and Logos.

Ethos is the appeal by the speaker to the audience concerning his perceived creditability based on what is being said at the moment.  This appeal may be based on perceptions of good will, moral character, common sense, or wisdom.  Additionally an individual’s charisma or projected attractiveness, confidence, and competence may be factored into the appeal to ethos.  An example would be when a lady is introducing herself at the beginning of her testimony during a child abuse trial, and once asked she explains that she is a Doctor of Psychology trained at Harvard and works for a non-profit organization, whose goal is the protection of the innocent.

Pathos is the appeal by the speaker to the audience referring to the inducing of emotions such as anger, love, fear, and peace to influence persuasion.  The same above mentioned doctor may then use her education and experiences while eliciting certain words, such as raped, beaten, bludgeoned, and bloodied to invoke feelings of anger toward the accused.

Logos is the appeal by the speaker to the audience based upon the logical flow of the presentation and the overall authority of the evidence or its sources.  For example, while presenting the case the prosecutors may be able to present evidence collected throughout any related investigations, and then be able to explain step-by-step to the jury how and where each piece of evidence was collected and how it is relevant to the case at hand. 

Structure or Arrangement (Dispositio) is defined as the order of an argument or how the content is assembled.  The overall structure is generally divisible into macro-structures and each macro-structure is likewise generally divisible into micro-structures.


The macro-structure is the division of the speech into a select number of parts according to its tradition, such as English or Greek.  The English tradition includes three parts; the introduction, body, and conclusion.  While in Aristotle’s On Rhetoric: A Theory on Civic Discourse, the Greek tradition included four parts: the introduction (prooimion), narration (diegesis), proof (pistis), and conclusion (epilogos). (8-9)

The micro-structure can be recognized by identifying certain aspects of each macro-structure.  For example, in the introduction of a speech you may find an attention grabbing statement followed by a preview of the body or narration to come.  Aristotle also noted, that a Greek speech could contain numerous other divisions as well, such as a second diegesis, preliminary narration (prodiegesis), supplementary narration (epidiegesis), refutation (elenkos), and supplementary refutation (epexelenkos). (259)


Style (Elocutio) is defined as how something is said during an argument including the choice (length, syntax, diction, and level of abstraction) of words.  It includes the use of figures of speech, such as rhetorical figures which will be explored in further detail in Question 5.

Delivery (Pronunciatio) is defined as how the words are transmitted during the argument.  It includes both verbal and non-verbal components.  The verbal components include rate, pitch, volume, and smoothness.  Smoothness itself being very valuable, for it is the relative absence of stuttering and/or the use of paralanguage (uh, um, ah).  The non-verbal components include eye contact, body posture, and hand gestures.  Like smoothness, eye contact can be very valuable, because eye contact can help induce both mutual confidence and trust.  Finally, delivery is also defined by the way in which the argument is prepared: i.e. extemporaneously (researched), memorized, read (teleprompt), or impromptu (at a moments notice).
4.  List three functions of rhetoric.

The first function of rhetoric is the Ego Function.  This serves to help unburden the soul or the speaker and/or the audience.  An example would be the joint efforts of a priest and a confessor during classical confession, which thus serves to unburden the confessor of his guilt through the use of open expression and reassurance from his priest.

“Bless me Father, for I have sinned.”  Signum Crucis.  “I confess to Almighty God, to Blessed Mary ever Virgin, to all the Saints, and to you, my spiritual Father, that I have sinned.” (St. Pius X, 74)

The second function of rhetoric is the Distraction/Focus Function.  This serves to focus thoughts on certain topics while distracting from others.  For example, during President George W. Bush’s January 28, 2003 State of the Union Address, he mentioned Saddam Hussein by name 19 times.  However, interestingly enough Osama bin Laden was not mentioned once in the entirity of the speech.  While preparing the nation for the war to begin on March 13th, the president also appears to be purposely side-stepping the point that no progress had been made in the 14-months prior regarding the search for Osama bin Laden.

The third function of rhetoric is the Semantic Function.  This serves to give a name to all things.  Following the tradition of the Moses’ Genesis 3:20, “And Adam called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living,” names can have a very powerful connotation.  For example, in the film 300, when King Leonidas has been approached by the Persian messenger and asked to submit to Xerxes, the messenger states that his act of defiance is blasphemy and madness.  The king’s reply is simple, “This is Sparta.”  The name Sparta through its people the Spartans came to define “Rigorously self-disciplined or self-restrained” and “Courageous in the face of pain, danger, or adversity”. (American Heritage Dictionary)
5.  Define accurately and illustrate the following rhetorical figures, highlighting the parts of each example that constitute the rhetorical figure.
Acyrologia is the incorrect use of words, which then changes the meaning of a statement from what the speaker had intended.


“Our enemies are innovative and resourceful, and so are we. They never stop thinking about new ways to harm our country and our people, and neither do we." (President George W. Bush)


Anadiplosis is a repetition of the last word or group of words from the previous line, clause, or sentence at or toward the beginning of the next.
“To be early is to be on time, to be on time is to be late,
and to be late is inexcusable." (“The Importance of Being on Time”)

Anaphora is a repetition of a word or group of words at or toward the beginning of multiple lines, clauses, or sentences.
HE has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary Powers.  HE has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the Tenure of their Offices, and the Amount and Payment of their Salaries.  HE has erected a Multitude of new Offices, and sent hither Swarms of Officers to harrass our People, and eat out their Substance.  HE has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armies, without the consent of our Legislatures.  HE has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil Power. (Declaration of Independence)

Antimetabole is the repetition of a group of words in a reversed order, one group following the other in a successive clause or phrase.

“Have a place for every thing, and keep every thing in its proper place.” (Rev. C.A. Goodrich)


Asyndeton is the omission of normally occurring conjunctions between words, phrases, or clauses.

“Sir, she walks, she talks, she's full of chalk.  The lacteal fluid extracted from the female of the bovine species is highly prolific to the nth degree!” (“How’s the Cow”)


Bomphiologia is an exaggeration of oneself, which is often created through comparisons to another.


“I wouldn’t be here right now, but no one else knows how to get this thing running.” (Paraphrase of Common Adage)


Epistrophe is the repetition of a word or group of words at or toward the end of multiple lines, clauses, or sentences.
I would go even to the great heyday of the Roman Empire, and I would see developments around there, through various emperors and leaders. But I wouldn’t stop there.  I would even come up to the day of the Renaissance and get a quick picture of all that the Renaissance did for the cultural and aesthetic life of man.  But I wouldn’t stop there. (Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.)

Hyperbole is an exaggeration of the external, such as a person or event, which is often created through the use of words such as always or never, or is exaggerated through comparisons.

“And I will make your descendants multiply as the stars of heaven; I will give to your descendants all these lands; and in your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed” (Genesis 26:4)
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